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City of Othello 
Washington  

Ordinance No. 1554 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OTHELLO  
AMENDING SECTION 17.20.060, DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, 

OF CHAPTER 17.20 TITLED “RESIDENTIAL ZONES” 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OTHELLO, WASHINGTON ORDAINS AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  Amendment. Othello Municipal Code Section 17.20.060, Development  
Standards, of Chapter 17.20 titled “Residential Zones” is hereby amended as follows: 

17.20.060 Development standards. 
(a)    Purpose. This section established the development standards and site requirements for uses 
in the residential zones. The standards and rules are established to provide flexibility in project 
design, prevent fire danger, provide adequate access and circulation, reduce incompatibilities, 
and prevent overloading of infrastructure due to the impacts of development. 

(b)    Explanation of Table. Development standards are listed down the left column of the table 
and the residential zones are identified across the top row. The matrix cells contain the 
requirements of each zone. The footnotes identify particular requirements applicable to a specific 
use, standard, or zone. “NR” stands for “No Requirement.” 

TABLE 2: DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS IN RESIDENTIAL ZONES  
 

Development Standards R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-M S-1 

Maximum building 
height—primary building 

2 stories 2 stories 2 stories 3 stories 3 stories and 60' 2 stories 

Maximum building 
height—residential 
accessory building 

20' 20' 20' 20' 20' 20' 

Front street setback1 for 
primary structure 

20' 20' 20' 20' 20' 20' 

Front setback1 for 
accessory structures 

No closer to the street than the dwelling unit 



Ordinance No. 1554 

 

Development Standards R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-M S-1 

Side street setback1 for a 
corner lot2 

15' 10' 10' 10' 15' 15' 

Setback1 to front of garage 20' 20' 20' 20' 20' 20' 

Interior side setback1 5' 5' 5' 5' 5' 5' 

Interior side setback1—
residential accessory 
building 

2' 2' 2' 2' 2' 2' 

Rear setback1 if no alley 5' 5' 5' 5' 5' 5' 

Rear setback1 if abutting 
alley and garage does not 
open onto alley 

5' 5' 5' 5' 5' 5' 

Rear setback1 if abutting 
alley and garage opens 
onto alley 

8' 8' 8' 8' 8' 8' 

Rear yard setback1 if 
abutting irrigation canal 

2’ 2’ 2’ 2’ 2’ 2’ 

Minimum lot size2 8,000 
square feet 

7,000 
square feet 

7,000 square 
feet 

6,000 square 
feet 

7,000 square 
feet 

1 acre 

Additional lot area above 
the minimum needed per 
dwelling unit if more than 
2 dwelling units 

NR NR NR 900 SF site area 
+ 300 SF 
landscaping + 
400 SF parking 

NR NR 

Maximum dwelling units 
per lot 

1 2 4 Dependent on 
lot size 

1 1 

Landscape area for 
residential 

See Chapter 17.74 300 SF/ 
dwelling unit 

See Chapter 17.74 

Maximum lot area covered 
by buildings 

35% 35% 35% 35% 35% for 
residential uses. 
50% for medical 
uses. 

35% 

Minimum roof pitch for 
main portion of primary 
structure 

3:12 3:12 3:12 3:12 3:12 residential. 
NR for medical 
uses. 

3:12 

Minimum width of primary 
structure at the narrowest 
side of the rectangle 
formed by the structure as 
a whole 

24' 24' 24' 24' 24' 24' 

Minimum number of 
parking spaces inside a 
garage for a single-family 
dwelling3 

2 2 2 2 2 2 

 
Table 2 Notes: 
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1.    Setback Notes. Within the setback area shown on Table 2, no building or structure (as defined in Chapter 17.09, 
Definitions) shall be allowed except flagpoles, street furniture, transit shelters, signage, fencing, slope stability 
structures, and improvements less than thirty inches above grade, including decks, patios, walks, and driveways. 
Some of these structures and improvements require a permit. The setbacks shown in Table 2 are zoning setbacks. 
Larger setbacks may be required by the State Building Code, Fire Code, sight distance requirements, or landscaping 
requirements. 

2.    The minimum lot size does not apply to lots legally created prior to February 10, 2020. 

3.    The garage requirement was added by Ordinance 1246, 1247, and 1249 in 2007. Therefore, houses built before 
2008 may convert an existing garage to living space, provided the following conditions are met: 

a. A building permit is required.  

b. The conversion shall meet all zoning and building code requirements. 

b. The lot shall contain a minimum of 4 improved off-street parking spaces, unless the garage being converted is a 1-
car garage, then a minimum of 3 improved off-street parking spaces is required. 

c. Per OMC 17.74.090(a), at least 50% of the front yard shall be landscaped. If the garage conversion and associated 
parking space replacement would encroach on the 50% landscaped area, the conversion is not allowed. 

 
Section 2. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force five (5) days after 
this ordinance or a summary thereof consisting of the title is published. 
 

PASSED by the City Council of Othello, Washington this 28th day of September, 2020. 

       

By: ________________________________ 
               Shawn Logan, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 

By: ________________________________ 
       Yvonne Hernandez, City Deputy Clerk 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

By: ______________________________ 
       Kelly E. Konkright, City Attorney 
 

PASSED the 28th day of September, 2020 
APPROVED the 28th day of September, 2020 
PUBLISHED the 7th day of October, 2020 
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